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All we have willed or hoped or dreamed of good 
shall exist; 

Not Us semblance, but itself; no beauty , nor 
good, nor power, 

Whose voice has gone forth but each survives for 
the melodist 

When EternUy affirms the conception of an hour . 
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WHOSE FRIENDSHIP WAS A DIVINE GIFT IN ITS EXQUISITE 
POWER OF SYMPATHETIC DIVINATION AND 
INSPIRING ENERGY 

WHOSE EXALTATION OF CHARACTER IS A TREASURED 
HERITAGE OF OUR NATIONAL LIFE 
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What hooks are in the desert ? Writes the sea 
The secret of her yearning in vast caves ? 
Has wisdom sat there, and recorded aught 
You press to read ? 

Browning. 
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And ye now therefore have sorrow : but I will 
see you again 9 and your heart shall rejoice , and your 
joy no man taketk from you . 

St. John, xvi., xxil 

" Do you not see , O, my brothers and sisters ? it is not 
chaos or death ; 

It is form , union, plan — it is Eternal Life — it is 
Happiness l* 9 
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“ Faith should be acted on as best we may. 
Accordingly, I venture to submit 
My plan, in lack of better, for pursuing 
The path which God’s will seems to authorize.” 

Browning. 

TS it not true that there is an inner 
"*• radiance, a joy that the world can 
neither give nor take away, — the joy, 
indeed, “ that no man taketh 
from you,”— which is an in- ^ ping( 
alienable possession of the ^<^ bereth 
spirit entirely irrespective of time or 
chance or change ? Cannot this joy be 
i 1 
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achieved by the soul so that neither 
death nor privation, nor loss nor dis- 
appointment, nor trial in any of its 
innumerable forms, shall dim this radi- 
ance or diminish this energy ? For if 
it can be so achieved it would ‘be to us 
the most important discovery of our 
human life. Joy is the very distilled 
elixir of energy and inspiration. It is 
the most invincible force. It is the 
power which is able to conquer and pre- 
vail. Beyond this, its achievement is 
constantly commanded by God: “Ask 
and receive that your joy may be full;” 
“Rejoice in the Lord ; ” and, though one 
may have sorrow, the Divine Presence 
2 
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shall come. “I will see you again,” 
Jesus assures his disciples, “and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
man taketh from you.” It is, then, the 
personal presence of the Christ that 
causes the heart to rejoice. “I will 
see you again,” He says, with simple 
earnestness. This divine Presence is 
with us now and here, ever making 

"Our common daily life divine, 

And every land a Palestine.” 

May it not give us here, as well as 
hereafter, the joy that no man taketh 
from us? May we not stand in this 
radiant atmosphere always and un- 
varyingly, entirely irrespective of any 
3 
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form of human trial or sorrow? What 
does the assurance mean, if this is not 
its profound significance ? For all the 
divine counsel must be applicable to 
the common life of every day, of else 
it is mere abstract rhetoric with no 
particular relation to our lives. This 
latter thought is untenable. Spirit- 
ual truth is not a ceremonial ritual 
for occasional attention. It is the 
very breath of the soul. It is the 
most practical aid and suggestion in 
the universe. It is for the man at 
work in a pestilential atmosphere on 
the Panama canal as it is for the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury in his Cathedral ; 

4 
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the Pope in St. Peter’s ; or for all the 
prelates and the clergy of the entire 
church universal. Spiritual truth is 
not to be held as a religious luxury 
but as the most absolute necessity of 
the life of humanity. Love, — which 
is the supreme degree of spiritual truth, 
— is the unerring law of guidance. 

“Love is watchful, and, sleeping, 
slumbereth not. Though weary, it is 
not tired; though pressed, it is not 
straitened ; though alarmed, it is not 
confounded; but as a lively flame 
and burning torch it forces its way 
upwards, and securely passes through 
all. 

5 
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“ Love feels no burden, thinks 
nothing of trouble, attempts what 
is above its strength, pleads no ex- 
cuse of impossibility; for it thinks 
all things lawful for itself, and all 
things possible. It is therefore able 
to undertake all things, and it com- 
pletes many things, and warrants them 
to take effect, when he who does not 
love would faint and lie down. 

“He that loveth, flieth, runneth, 
and rejoiceth ; he is free, and cannot 
be held in. He giveth all for all, and 
hath all in all ; because he resteth in 
One highest above all things, from 
Whom all that is good flows and 
6 
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proceeds. Love is active, sincere, 
affectionate, pleasant, and amiable, 
courageous, patient, faithful, prudent, 
long-suffering, manly, and never seek- 
ing itself. 

“ If any man love he knoweth what 
is the cry of this voice.” 

Truly, love is the very motor of 
living. It can achieve the impossible. 
It can endure the unendurable with 
serenity, and with faith in the better 
conditions to come. “ Sorrow is a con- 
dition of time, but joy is the condition 
of eternity,” and love sees the tempo- 
rary existence under eternal conditions, 
and thus lifts up the transient to the 
7 
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permanent, bringing it within the im- 
mortal radiance. This, indeed, may be 
accepted as an axiom ; one as absolute 
in its eternal truth as a mathematical 
proposition. The immortal radiance 
of joy is, to the spirit, as is the sun to 
the physical world. The sun always 
shines. Clouds may intervene, but 
beyond the clouds the glory lives un- 
dimmed. There are days when we do 
not see this radiance of sunshine, but 
it is always aglow, and is only tran- 
siently hidden from the eye. Rela- 
tively, the radiant light is the general 
and the usual experience; the clouds 
and storms are the temporary and the 
8 
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incidental. So we may accept as a 
fact, as fixed and as unalterable as 
any physical fact of the universe, that 
the immortal radiance always and un- 
changingly invests life ; and that 
pain, desolation, sorrow, unhappiness 
are merely the transitory clouds that 
intervene between one’s self and God’s 
love, which is “the joy that no man 
taketh from you.” Here we have a 
basis on which to rest while consider- 
ing the tumultuous problems that arise 
constantly, and which are always de- 
manding solution anew. The “joy 
that no man taketh from you” is 
always and invariably present. Yet, 
9 ' 
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to a great extent, it is always being 
obscured by the temporary clouds of 
sorrow, of annoyance, of suffering in 
many forms. Is this experience one 
that can never be escaped ? 

It would be an idle question to ask 
if all the various phases of trouble in 
greater or lesser degree are inevitable. 
Of course they are. They are a com- 
ponent part of life. Death is the 
universal human experience. Illness 
is largely so, in slight or in serious 
degrees. Misfortunes are, practically, 
universal, in some form or other. 
There can be no man or woman who 
is so great or so good, or so distin- 
10 
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guished or so rich, or so loved or 
so — apparently — fortunately placed 
in this world, in circumstances or even 
in personal qualities and the apparent 
permanence of character, who is not 
liable to almost any kind of misfor- 
tune. Wealth, of course, has its 
proverbial and traditional wings. Cir- 
cumstances are the most transitory of 
phases, “ the flowing conditions of 
life,” as Emerson so well says. Friend- 
ships, even those held the most sacred 
and precious, are liable to change. 
Character, — that seems the only con- 
ceivably permanent possession, is yet 
always at the mercy of being grossly 
11 
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and tragically misunderstood and mis- 
interpreted ; and perhaps in a majority 
of cases is even liable to the possibility 
of itself failing invariably to keep faith 
with its ideals. A man should be 
judged from the standpoint of his 
best deeds and his best moments. As 
a matter of fact he is usually judged 
from the standpoint of his least worthy 
deed or thought. No one can read 
the daily newspapers and observe their 
throbbing, thrilling panorama of hu- 
man life, without realizing how the 
man who has stood perhaps for thirty 
years before the public, filling high 
station, filling it worthily and nobly, 
12 
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is suddenly, by some inconceivably 
unaccountable lapse of a moment, 
hurled down from his high place and 
judged by his weakest and most 
unworthy action. However unjust 
this may be, it is the average rule 
of human life. The Greek epigram 
to “ Count no man happy until he is 
dead,” might equally well be inter- 
preted to count no man’s reputation 
as assured until he is dead. For a per- 
fectly innocent and upright man may 
be, from force of circumstances, so 
ingeniously traduced as to be totally 
unable to prove his integrity, flawless 
though it may be. All this range of 
is 
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trial, infinitely harder to bear than any 
form of loss by death, or loss of prop- 
erty, or illness, or accident, — all this 
range, with the infinite scale of com- 
plications and variations, is liable to 
be met by any man or woman. It 
may be the less usual experience of the 
honorable and the high-minded and the 
noble ; but it is not the impossible, — 
not to any human being. So much 
we must concede. Then we face the 
actual question: Can the individual 
who has exchanged an abounding pros- 
perity for absolute adversity ; who has 
exchanged health for torturing illness ; 
whose friendships, held as the dearest 

14 
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joy and treasure of his life, have 
changed to bitter and unjust enmi- 
ties ; whose honorable standing before 
the world has been undermined, — can 
one under any or all of the circum- 
stances of which these are typical live 
in the immortal radiance ? Can such 
an one hold possession of the joy that 
no man taketh away ? For, assuredly, 
on the answer to this question hang 
all the law and the prophets. It is 
the question as to whether our re- 
ligious faith is worth anything or 
whether it is not. Can our religious 
convictions be so spiritualized as to 
enable us truly and profoundly to 
15 
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realize that God is “ a very present 
help in time of trouble ” ? that behind 
the clouds the immortal radiance glows 
undimmed ? that there is a joy which 
each may possess, and which no man 
taketh away ? 

On the answer to this question rests 
the solution that solves all the prob- 
lems that freight the wonderful years. 
Certainly our religious convictions can 
be vitalized until they insure to us 
that exaltation of energy and resist- 
less power of achievement that deter- 
mine the progress of humanity. To 
lift up the heart to God is not merely 
the privilege of the devotee at the 
16 
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altar. It is the practical aid of the 
man whose hand is at the throttle of 
the flying engine ; who is at the helm 
of a gigantic steamer; who is in his 
office on Wall Street ; or standing be- 
hind a counter; or painting a picture; 
writing a book ; lying ill and helpless on 
his couch, or ministering to his parish 
from the church that has been made 
the centre of noble activities. No 
proposition of Euclid is more unalter- 
able in its result than is that of the 
divine words — “If ye abide in me 
and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.” This assurance would give 
2 17 
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to man fairly unlimited power were it 
not for the condition imposed. The 
condition is that man shall abide in 
God and God’s words shall abide in 
him. It requires the complete con- 
secration of life. Not merely in the 
outer forms of the devotee; not as 
the life withdrawn from the world ; 
but as the life held exalted and pu- 
rified in the very heart of ceaseless 
activities. 

Still, the words are not a mockery. 
Unattainable as this sublime ideal may 
prefigure itself, it can yet be attained. 
If it could not be, it were idle to con- 
template its inspiring possibilities. 

18 
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That the glory and the freshness 
of a dream vanish into the light of 
common day need never be «Benotdi&- 
true. On the contrary, this keejTon- ’ 

there are 

glory and freshness are self- divine 

° J things well 

perpetuating and may enter enveloped” 
into every recurring experience. This 
glory of a dream is the illumination on 
the pathway. It is the pillar of fire by 
night It inspires patience because it 
enables one to see beyond the per- 
plexity of the moment ; it inspires 
serenity and dignity because it pre- 
sents human life under the aspect of 
its sublime oneness with the life that 
is to come. It generates hope and 
19 
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exhilaration and thus imparts an in- 
tense tide of energy to every endeavor. 
The test of all true greatness of soul 
is the power of sustained sacrifice, and 
the very condition that makes sacrifice 
possible is this spiritual perception of 
the ideal in which is comprehended 
the glory and the freshness of every 
exquisite dream. 

Life is a series of tests to be met, 
as well as a series of choices to be 
made. The perpetual problem recurs 
continually under new conditions. 
Robert Browning interprets this truth 
with impressive clearness, in the 
stanza: — 

20 



Digitized by L^ooQle 




Taketh from You 



“ He fixed thee midst this dance 
Of plastic circumstance 

This Present thou, forsooth, would ’st fain 
arrest : 

Machinery just meant 
To give the soul its bent, 

Try thee, and turn thee forth, sufficiently 
impressed.” 



As a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of things which he possess- 
ed, neither does it consist of the cir- 
cumstances and events which surround 
him. These are the scenery through 
which he is passing ; but he is himself 
an individual, a conscious personality, 
not necessarily reflecting the char- 
acter of his successive environments. 
The “flowing conditions of life ” may 
21 
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be very dark ; but the individual may 
still walk in radiance, even in the light 
of God. So far from the glory and the 
freshness of early dreams fading into 
the light of common day, they may, 
instead, be carried on to still higher 
and loftier fulfilment. It is simply 
a morbid idea that a dream must 
“fade.” On the contrary, a dream is 
a thing to be realized. 

“ Perish dark memories. 

There ’s light ahead. 

This world *s for the living. 

Not for the dead/* 

" Down the great currents 
Let the boat swing ; 

There was never winter 
But brought the spring.” 

22 
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It is a lack of spiritual perspective 
to talk of “ dead ” dreams and “ faded ” 
hopes and all that mediaeval sort of 
nonsense. It is simply a silly senti- 
mentality. Sentiment is something 
lofty and fine, and is a part of the 
generous and sympathetic organiza- 
tion. Without sentiment there could 
be no helpfulness of humanity. But 
sentimentality has no place in a life 
that is earnest and sincere and noble. 
It is enervating and disintegrating. 
It should be relegated to the dead 
ages, from whence it sprung. It has 
no part or place in the Twentieth 
century. The habit of perpetually 
23 
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dwelling on the past is a pernicious 
one. All that is worthy in the past is 
distilled into the elixir of the present, 
and becomes the gold that remains 
while the dross and crudities are cast 
away. The endeavors of life are not 
unlike the sowing of the traditional 
mustard seed. Some of them fall on 
stony ground and are futile. Some 
of the endeavors germinate and come 
to fruition. Let those endeavors and 
plans and dreams that fall on the 
stony ground be ignored. They were 
merely experimental, tentative. Being 
cancelled, they have no resurrection. 
And 

24 
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“ This world ’s for the livings 
Not for the dead.” 

But every effort that has in it the 
germ of spiritual vitality comes, some 
time and somewhere, to fruition. It 
may not hold its fulfilment in the 
immediate present. The aloe is long 
in blooming. But believe, and trust, 
and rest in the Lord. Rest patiently 
and serenely, and meantime go about 
the Master’s business, which is one 
with man’s business; co-operate with 
the divine laws in all that makes for 
the progress of humanity, whether it 
be the building of a railway across the 
continent, or the founding of a cathe- 

25 
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dral. The glory and the freshness of 
the noble ideal develops into a radiance 
of glory. Its foundations are as the 
holy hills, and He, who maketh his 
angels spirits, and his ministers a 
flaming fire, shall bring every beau- 
tiful dream to its sweet fulfilment. 
It is only a question of time and trust. 
Let us believe — and go forward. 

There is always a power in To-day 
to recreate the beautiful Yesterday. 
There come periods in life — to all of 
us perhaps, at one time or another — 
when the “ beautiful yesterdays ” seem 
to have hopelessly receded into the 
past ; periods when 
26 
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€t " unmerciful disaster 
Following fast and following faster ” 

seems to have fairly taken possession 
of one’s efforts and every imagin- 
able loss and sorrow and misfortune 
precipitate themselves. The natural 
— but let us not concede it is the 
inevitable — inclination is toward dis- 
couragement, despair, impatience, irri- 
tability, and a general sense of being 
awry with the world. This attitude 
if not pardonable is yet conceivable, 
and it needs, not rebuke or reproach, 
but tender and wise comprehension 
and spiritual enlightenment. The ini- 
tial step toward the recovery of hap- 
27 
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pier conditions is to absolutely and 
resolutely eliminate all antagonisms. 
Others may be to blame ; one may 
have received quite unmerited injustice 
or wrong ; one may have truly given 
of his best and received, in return, the 
worst ; but never mind. Let him not 
dwell on it. “ That way madness lies.” 
Believe and go forward. Forget the 
beautiful yesterday and dream of the 
radiant to-morrow. For in the radi- 
ance lies that kingdom of God which 
is power, and in this power shall one 
recreate his vanished paradise. Out 
of this power shall he again evolve all 
prosperity, all gain and gladness, all 
28 
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beauty of achievement. Nor does 
he struggle alone. The cloud of wit- 
nesses gives him cheer. The glory of 
the Lord shall encompass him round 
about and the beautiful yesterday shall 
reappear transfigured into the radiant 
to-morrows. 

The opportunities that lie in failure 
are often an unsounded mine of wealth. 
“ The changes which break up at short 
intervals the. prosperity of men are ad- 
vertisements of a nature whose law is 
growth,” says Emerson : “ every soul 
is by this intrinsic necessity quitting 
its whole system of things, its friends 
and home, and laws, and faith, as the 
29 
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shell-fish crawls out of its beautiful 
but stony case, because it no longer 
admits of its growth, and slowly forms 
a new house. In proportion to the 
vigor of the individual, these revolu- 
tions are frequent, until in some hap- 
pier mind they are incessant, and all 
worldly relations hang very loosely 
about him, becoming, as it were, a 
transparent fluid membrane through 
which the living form is seen, and 
not, as in most men, an indurated, 
heterogeneous fabric of many dates, 
and of no settled character, in which 
the man is imprisoned. Then there 
can be enlargement, and the man of 

30 
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to-day scarcely recognizes the man 
of yesterday. And such should be 
the outward biography of man in time, 
a putting off of dead circumstances 
day by day, as he renews his raiment 
day by day. But to us, in our lapsed 
estate, resting, not advancing, resist- 
ing, not co-operating with the Divine 
expansion, this growth comes by 
shocks.” This “putting off of dead 
circumstance ” is often erroneously 
translated as failure. One loses “all 
he has,” it is said. But that which 
he really possesses, he cannot lose. 
No one has any absolute possession, 
any abiding tenure of houses and lands 
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and stocks. These are part of the 
“flowing conditions,” of the “plastic 
circumstance ” of life. A certain 
combination of inner and outer forces 
holds them here to-day and dissolves 
them to-morrow. So a man may lose 
his entire estate without in the least 
losing “ all he has,” or even affecting 
his inalienable and choicest posses- 
sions. For these lie in the joy that 
no man taketh away. The oppor- 
tunities that lie in failure are rich and 
infinite. The experimental structure 
lies in ruins. One looks on and sees 
the outer and tangible results vanish 
like a snow-bank in a mist — results 

32 
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that represent a decade, or many de- 
cades of his life. All his energy and 
application and tireless devotion; all 
that good fortune of pleasant pros- 
perity not consciously conquered, that 
not infrequently falls upon one ; all 
the accumulations of his work and 
purpose, and all he has attracted to 
himself, vanish, and he stands in 
seeming disaster. He is depressed, 
paralyzed, even, knowing not whither 
to turn. May it be earnestly urged 
that just this hour of desolation may 
be the Fortunate Horn* of a lifetime ? 
“ When your hands are left empty,” 
says Emerson, “ it is because God has 
3 S3 
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better gifts with which to fill them.” 
Shall not one remember that he 
is dwelling amid “ plastic circum- 
stance ” ; that what he has once done 
he can do again, and even better and 
more largely; that he who sings to 
the god a song of hope need never 
despair ; that in the loss he undreamed- 
of possibilities for infinite gain ? The 
loss of financial resources is a very 
serious trouble. It is an affectation, 
a fantastic and unreal thing, to pre- 
tend it is not; that wealth or com- 
petency is of no consequence and 
that one best serves the good of his 
inner life by depriving himself of 
34 
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everything in his outer life. It is an 
unreal and a fantastic attitude to as- 
sume that the rich man is an enemy 
of society, and that all the capitalists 
are sinners and all the laborers saints ; 
that the rich are invariably selfish and 
corrupt, and the poor as invariably 
generous and of flawless integrity. 
Such an attitude would be wholly 
misplaced in the conditions of con- 
temporary life. Wealth is a vast 
power, and power is the possibility 
for marvellous good. If it is used to 
produce equally gigantic evils, it is 
not because there is any inherent cor- 
ruption in power itself, but in him 
35 
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who wields it. So that a great finan- 
cial loss may not inappropriately be 
held as a problem of the spiritual 
life, as well as a problem related to 
Wall Street. Material resources are 
one form of the expression of spiri- 
tual energies. All spiritual energy 
does not, of course, build up colossal 
fortunes, and colossal fortunes are 
sometimes — though not invariably — 
the result of wrong and oppression. 
But as a rule, the normal intellect 
and energy of spirit achieve a greater 
or less degree of expression in outer 
resources of prosperous accumulation, 
which enable one to live and assist 
36 
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others in living worthily; and the 
sudden loss of this power is a very 
real trouble. But not so real that it 
need lead us into any despondency 
or despair. 

“ Goods gone ! Something gone. 

There *s wealth in store. 

Go and earn more ! ” 

counsels Goethe. 

May not the conditions themselves 
be analyzed, and in them be discerned 
a deeper significance ? 

First, in all achievement there is a 
two-fold result — that which occurs in 
the material world and that which is 
created and developed on the spiritual 
37 
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side. The one may be represented by 
bonds and estates ; the other by quali- 
ties of character. If, in making a 
thousand, fifty thousand dollars, one 
has also developed his courage, judg- 
ment, insight, energy, patience, and 
persistence of purpose, those qualities 
are the things that remain. He may 
lose their outward sign ; he cannot lose 
the inward grace. These qualities that 
have created certain degrees of pros- 
perity once can create them again. 
More than this, he has gained experi- 
ence and experience is a valuable pos- 
session. It is the elixir of all these 
forces and qualities. There may be 
38 
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almost an exhilaration and joy in the 
“putting off of dead circumstance,” 
for, indeed, — 

“ When half-gods go 
Whole gods arrive/' 

There are most valuable lessons in 
failure. One of these is to learn how 
not to fail again. Another is to learn 
not to be discouraged. Let one re- 
call the inspiring words of Walt 
Whitman : — 

“ Be not discouraged — keep on — there are 
divine things well enveloped; 

I swear to you there are divine things more 
beautiful than words can tell.” 

Beyond all else, however, is the 
lesson of faith in God. Now this 
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faith is not a treasure to be drawn 
upon only on solemn and sacred oc- 
casions, as in the presence of some 
sorrow whose very nature is a con- 
secration. One may bring to bear 
his faith in God when his warehouse 
bums down, or his bank fails, just as 
surely as when death enters his house- 
hold. Faith in God is the universal 
aid in every aspect of human life and 
every variety of human affliction. 
The divine action underlying all trial 
is discerned only by faith. “ The soul 
enlightened by faith is far from judg- 
ing of created things, like those who 
measure them by their senses, and 
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ignore the inestimable treasure they 
contain,” says a Catholic prelate of 
France. “ He who recognizes the 
king in disguise treats him very dif- 
ferently from him who, judging by 
appearances alone, fails to recognize 
his royalty. So the soul that sees the 
will of God in the smallest things, 
and in the most desolating and fatal 
events, receives all with equal joy, 
exaltation, and respect. That which 
others fear and fly from with horror, 
she opens all her doors to receive with 
honor. I have no words with which 
to portray the feelings of the heart 
when it receives this divine will in 
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the guise of humiliation, poverty, an- 
nihilation. By just that which the 
senses lack is faith heightened, in- 
creased, and nourished ; the less there 
is to human eyes, the more there is to 
the soul. The perfection of faith is 
seen when visible and material things 
contradict it, and seek to destroy it. 
Through this war of the senses faith 
comes out grandly victorious. . . . The 
more vehemently the senses exclaim. 
This is not from God ! the closer does 
faith press the myrrh, not disturbed, 
nor repelled. ... If we knew how to 
greet each moment as the manifesta- 
tion of the divine will we would find 
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in it all the heart could desire. The 
divine will is an abyss of which the 
present moment is the entrance ; 
plunge fearlessly therein and you will 
find it more boundless than your de- 
sires. . . . The death of the senses is 
the reign of faith. . . . When the will 
of God reveals itself to a soul manifest- 
ing a desire to wholly possess the di- 
vine will, if the soul freely give itself 
in return she experiences most power- 
ful assistance in all difficulties.” 

If there were anything of melo- 
drama regarding such assertions as 
these; or if their wisdom were only 
applicable to the cloister, or the altar, 
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it would be worse than idle to attempt 
to bring them into twentieth-century 
circulation. But it is a literal truth 
that absolutely to give one’s self in en- 
tire devotion to the divine will is to re- 
ceive strength and illumination and the 
most perfect and beautiful guidance in 
the right path. Because the accept- 
ance of the divine will is not a mere 
passive and negative condition. It is 
not to sit with folded hands and apa- 
thetic heart and benumbed faculties. 
It is to arise in newness of life. It is 
to acquire a noble and resistless energy 
that is prepared to conquer and pre- 
vail. It is to realize the possession 
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of an hitherto unknown intensity of 
power. “ Only so much do I know as 
I have lived,” and if the experience of 
living has resulted in this tremendous 
liberation of energy; if it offers the 
keys that unlock an entirely new range 
of possibilities, shall one, then, not be 
glad and grateful that he has achieved 
larger scope by the “putting off 
of dead circumstance ” ? What does 
Walt Whitman say in that clarion 
call to larger life and nobler energy, — 
the “ Song of the Open Road” ? 

"... it is provided in the essence of things, 
that from any fruition of success, no matter what, 
shall come forth something to make a greater 
struggle necessary.” 
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The finer elixir of any achievement, 
then, is not the mere satisfaction with 
that which is achieved ; but the power 
to achieve still greater results. Its 
highest effect is “to make a greater 
struggle necessary.” It is “drudgery, 
calamity, exasperation, want,” which 
are “ the instructors in eloquence 
and wisdom.” That is to say, all ex- 
perience is a crucible out of which 
is distilled the alembic of spiritual 
power. 

“ And for solace, the perspective of 
your own infinite life.” To measure 
the trial or annoyance of the hour by 
its relation to the long eternities that 
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stretch before us in the infinite future 
is to gain the true focal distance. It is 
to gain dignity, calmness, exaltation. 
To-day, this year, even this life-time, 
are not final. In Jacob Behmen’s 
mystic writings we find this asser- 
tion regarding the initiation to higher 
planes: — 



“ The Ladder of Jacob was shown us. By it 
I mounted up to heaven and received the goods 
I sell. If any one wishes to mount with me let 
him take care that he be fit. Let him gird him- 
self with the sword of the Spirit, for he must 
pass a giddy abyss. Through the Kingdom of 
Trial lies the pathway, and through much laugh- 
ter and mockeiy. In the fight the heart will 
fail. I have seen the sun blotted out, but again 
its light appeared. I speak not my own praise, 
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but to bid you not to despair. Let him wear 
the armor of God. The way is narrow — through 
the portals of Hades. This is a great mystery.” 

There is probably no solace so effec- 
tive, take it all in all, as this clearly 
realized perspective of the infinite life. 
It is a Great Journey, indeed, that the 
spiritual man traverses in the gaining 
of experience. 

"So many worlds, so much to do,” 

so many lives to live. “Thou canst 
create this day thy chances for thy mor- 
row,” asserts occult wisdom. “ When 
to the world’s turmoil thy budding 
soul lends ear; when to the roaring 
voice of the great illusion thy soul 
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responds ; when frightened at the sight 
of tears of pain; when, deafened by 
the cries of distress, thy soul with- 
draws within self-hood, learn, O Dis- 
ciple, of her Silent God, thy soul is 
an unworthy shrine. ... Be of good 
cheer. It is from Renunciation of self 
that springs the sweet fruit of final 
liberation. . . . Before thou canst ap- 
proach the foremost gate thou hast to 
learn to part thy body from thy mind 
and to live in the eternal. . . . Re- 
member each failure is success and 
each sincere attempt wins its reward 
in time.” 

Life is a wonderful mosaic in which 
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all experiences combine in exquisite 
adjustment. It is governed by the 
same law that governs the universe 
and holds the solar systems in their 
appointed course. In this mosaic all 
things play their destined part : sacri- 
fice and sorrow ; joy and achievement. 
But the immortal gain in life is in 
what one gives, not what he gets ; it 
is measured only by that which he 
contributes to progress, to the sum of 
human endeavor. Thus one not un- 
frequently realizes in his own personal 
experience the profound truth involved 
in the words of BaM’u’llah : — “My 
calamity is my Providence; in ap- 
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pearance it is Fire and Vengeance, 
but in reality it is Light and Mercy.” 
The disastrous conditions sweep down 
upon us and for the moment they 
seem overwhelming ; but they are the 
lightning flashes that purify the air; 
the consuming fires that separate the 
dross, leaving only the pure gold. Ca- 
lamities are, indeed, Light and Mercy. 
Sweeping away past conditions, re- 
moving obstacles, determining new 
combinations, illuminating the path 
of the Future, — the apparent disaster 
is transmuted into divine light and 
leading. “We are escorted through 
life by spiritual agents, and a beneficent 
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purpose lies in wait for us.” Let us 
go forward — “ never doubting clouds 
shall break.” 

The continually recurring series of 
tests mark the onward pathway. There 
will also occur this anomaly. One 
will find he meets not only the penalty 
of his ill deeds, but the penalty — so 
to speak — of his good deeds as well. 
“ For what glory is it,” questions St. 
Peter, “ if, when ye shall be buffeted 
for your faults, ye shall take it pa- 
tiently ? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this 
is acceptable with God.” Herein lies 
one of the heavenly mysteries. But 
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it must be accepted as one of the 
practical tests of the life on earth. 
Emerson, with his intuitive spiritual 
insight, discerned this truth, and has 
embodied it both in poems and in 
essays. He shows how life is purified 
by the constant tests and struggles to 
surmount them. Overcoming one, a 
greater lies before. 

“ And God said 
i I will have a purer gift. 

There is smoke in the flame ; 

New prayers arise, new hopes uplift 
And love without a name.’ ” 

When there is-“ smoke in the flame ” 
there is the need of further refining, 
of further tests ; and they are in the 
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nature of aid, not of obstacles, to 
higher achievement. 

Failures sometimes mean a general 
renovation of life. With the old 
foundations uprooted one lays new 
ones, broader, deeper, more perma- 
nent, and capable of sustaining a 
nobler superstructure. Financial fail- 
ures, although they are ordinarily con- 
sidered as involving almost the sum 
of trouble, and they certainly involve 
so much that it would be the part of 
ill judgment to fail in recognizing the 
very real nature of this trouble, yet are 
still not those that give deepest pain. 
The failure of character is something 
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so far worse that there can be no unit 
of comparison. The failure of friend- 
ship is the failure that is the hardest 
of all to bear. Yet, let us still sing 
a song to the god of hope. Every 
conceivable kind of failure — even the 
most serious of all, that of character, 
can be redeemed. No one need ever 
despair. Nothing is ever so good that 
it cannot be made better ; and so, 
when failure comes, let us sweep off 
the debris, clear away all the “dead 
circumstance,” and proceed to create 
anew. 

There is a great fund of interest in 
life quite outside the personal drama. 
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To live in the Twentieth century is to 
live in the atmosphere of sublime ac- 
tivities. The universe itself is a spec- 
tacle. The wonderful developments 
that are taking place fascinate the 
imagination. The advance into the 
very harnessing of the powers of 
the ether for the use of man is creat- 
ing a new heaven and a new earth. 



u In the years that shall be ye shall harness the 
Powers of the ether. 

And drive them with reins as a steed. 

Ye shall ride on a Power of the air, on a Force 
that is bridled, 

On a saddled Element leap. 

And Rays shall be as your coursers and Heat 
as a carriage. 

And Waves of the ether your wheels, 

56 



Digitized by L^ooQle 




Taketh from You 



And the Thunder shall be as a servant — a 
slave that is ready. 

And the Lightning as he that waits. 

Ye shall send on your business the Blast, and 
the Tempest on errands ; 

Ye shall use for your need. Eclipse/’ 

When Tesla recommends the elec- 
tric-motor flying machine as the ap- 
propriate vehicle with which to conduct 
future polar exploration, one feels that 
the poet is a prophet, as well, when he 
says : — 



“ Ye shall ride on a Power of the air, on a Force 
that is bridled ; 

On a saddled Element leap.” 

When the most intense power in the 
universe is generated from motion, as 
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electricity from the dynamo ; when 
thought is sent through the air by an 
ethereal ray, as in the Marconigram; 
when thought is sent through the air 
by means, too, of a vibration in the 
ether, as in telepathy; when people 
begin to cross the continent and to 
climb mountains in the motor car 
propelled by its invisible and intangi- 
ble power ; when, by an aerial tramway 
the tourist can descend into the depths 
of that most sublime natural spectacle 
in the world, the Grand Canon of the 
Colorado; when the seismograph in 
a subterranean apartment in Sicily 
records the faintest tremor of the 
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earth, no matter how distant ; when 
we laugh and talk across a distance 
of a thousand miles with the same 
vividness of sound as if the two per- 
sons communicating were in the same 
room; when these and other marvels 
of scientific achievement abound in 
the panorama of contemporary life, 
who shall say that the glory and 
the freshness of a dream do not 
invest the daily life with an atmos- 
phere of fascinating magic and mys- 
terious allurement ? 

The truth is that there is no time in 
this world for any morbid depression 
and regret. Life is too rich to admit 
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the possibilities of failure. To fail one 
day is to achieve a more enduring suc- 
cess to-morrow. “ To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the tree 
of life.” This overcoming is the 
privilege of every day. It is not in- 
frequently presented as the task, the 
responsibility ; but more truly may it 
be apprehended as the beautiful privi- 
lege — divinely given. All the dark, 
the morbid, the unprofitable states of 
mind are things to be overcome. All 
states of resentment, regret, despair, 
irritation, hatred, doubt, and denial are 
states that must absolutely be over- 
come before one can eat of the hidden 
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manna — before he can taste the 
sweetness of successful endeavor, the 
ineffable blessedness of love, the joy 
that no man taketh from him. The 
prayer to be caught up to this nobler 
plane of living is never unanswered. 
“ The time may be delayed, the man- 
ner may be unexpected, but the an- 
swer is sure to come. Not a tear of 
sacred sorrow, not a breath of holy 
desire poured out in prayer to God 
will ever be lost ; but in God’s own 
time and way it will be wafted back 
again in clouds of mercy and fall in 
showers of blessing on him who prays 
and on all for whom he prays.” 
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One must live by the high affirma- 
tives ; by hope rather than by fear ; by 
conviction rather than by doubt ; by 
resolve rather than by regret. “ If 
instead of these negatives, you give 
me affirmatives — if you tell me there 
is always life for the living ; that what 
man has done man can do ; that this 
world belongs to the energetic ; that 
there is always a way to everything 
desirable ; that every man is provided, 
in the basis of his faculty, with a key 
to nature, and that man only rightly 
knows himself as far as he has experi- 
mented on things — I am invigorated, 
put into a genial working temper ; the 
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horizon opens, and we are full of good- 
will and gratitude to the Cause of 
Causes,” asserts Emerson. It is St. 
Francis De Sales who said that sad- 
ness is the next evil to sin. He is 
right. He who lives in the perpetual 
and exalted current of communion 
with the divine forces cannot be hope- 
lessly sad ; he must, by the very nature 
of the communion, to a greater or 
less degree, continually “ rejoice in the 
Lord.” In his life there shines the 
immortal radiance of that joy that no 
man taketh from him. For the seasons 
of peculiar trial are always seasons of 
peculiar nearness to God. “Where 
63 



Digitized by L^ooQle 




The Joy that no Man 

Christ brings His Cross He brings His 
Presence.” 

Those trials which, in religious 
phrasing are called “the cross,” are 

“The dawn n0t ^ 1 they "® eX P erf ' 
is not dis- mental tests and exercises 
tant, nor is . . 

the night of spiritual power ; of the 

starless.” j . , • , . , i 

degree to which one is able 

to lay hold on the eternal life. The 
Catholic expression, “the stations of 
the cross ” is one with a deep and uni- 
versal meaning. As a matter of ac- 
tual fact, the entire earthly pilgrimage 
might be defined as “the stations of 
the cross.” Each test, each form of 
suffering, each gain, each achievement 
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— every new experience, is one of 
these stations. Our advance depends 
upon the manner in which these 
stations are approached and the spirit- 
ual attitude that we hold toward 
them. For he who rebels must 
leam obedience; he who is blind 
must leam to see. He must recog- 
nize the Vision; he must listen to 
the Voice. “ Give yourself up anew 
into God’s hands,” counsels a noble 
adviser, “not only for the present 
occasion but for your whole life, and 
be certain that His grace will not fail 
you.” 

This counsellor further entreats : — 
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“Be steadfast in fulfilling your duties, and 
patiently wait till He gives what you need. . . . 
Probably nothing is so hard to bear as disap- 
pointment and misapprehension in those we 
love. Yet a spiritual writer of old has said that 
this is a special mine of grace. It is cruel work 
to find ourselves less loved than we looked for, 
to find affection unretumed, to meet ingratitude 
from those for whom we have poured out our 
heart’s best treasure. But sit beneath the olive- 
trees of Gethsemane and the sting will be re- 
moved. There are natures to whom earthly 
attachments — albeit of the purest and holiest — 
are a peril. Their strong clinging becomes too 
engrossing ; idols are made without meaning it ; 
the intensified devotion which is God’s due only, 
is offered to a lower object ; and there must be 
a rending asunder of ties which are full of danger 
if full of sweetness. But the idols are of clay ; and 
not unfrequently it is through what we call their 
indifference, or ingratitude, or failure that the 
loving Saviour, who will have an undivided ser- 
vice, gradually detaches us from all these hin- 
drances, and disperses the mists which have 
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arisen between the soul and Himself. God sends 
these trials to train us in courage and generosity, 
not to crush us by them. . . . It is a great point 
to learn how, when we have done our plain duty 
in any set of circumstances, to rest quietly and 
leave all results to God. Let God overthrow all 
walls. He will rebuild them again. When God 
allows our earthly friends to fail us. He does it 
in order to set us more free for Himself ; and the 
sense of His love should overpower all else. . . . 
Those seasons when we are wounded by the 
coldness of earthly friends are very precious if 
used to forward a more entire devotion to God.” 

There is no word in the writings 
of the mystics — of k Kempis, St. 
Augustine, De Sales, F&nelon and 
others, that may not be translated into 
the living present with equal applica- 
bility to the life of to-day. For the 
problems of life are, invariably, in the 
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last analysis, spiritual problems, what- 
ever outward form they may take, or 
under whatever guise they may pre- < 

sent themselves. “ Alas,” said Phillips 
Brooks, “for him who in this world 
of sorrow dares to be a trifler ! Alas > 

for him who in this world of God 
ceases to hope ! God is omnipotent, 
and man is immortal. Therefore be 
patient and work. The end shall cer- S 

tainly be joy, not sorrow. The stone 
shall roll away and the dead come 
forth.” 

The one supreme achievement of 
the Great Journey of human life is 
that of the consecrated will. 
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“ O living will that shall endure 
Wheii all that seems shall suffer shock/* 

Achieving this highest degree of en- 
ergy in the consecrated will, prepared 
thereby to enter, however imperfectly, 
into union with the divine will — 
achieving this through all the varied 
tests of disaster, calamity, defeat, and 
sorrow, one stands united with his 
nobler thought and is poised and free. 

“ Let nothing disturb thee. 

Nothing affright thee ; 

All things are passing: 

God never changeth : 

Patient endurance 
Attaineth to all things : 

Who God possesseth 
In nothing is wanting ; 

Alone God sufliceth/' 
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For in Him is the fulness of joy. 
Shall we not, in this glorious dawn of 
the Twentieth century, extricate life 
from the traditional myth that has 
clung to it; — the tradition that reli- 
gion is of a dulness and depression, 
however great the respect in which it 
should be held; that it is for sad 
hours and for the passive and nega- 
tive orders of life, and not for the 
great, positive, abounding achieve- 
ments that thrill the heart of the 
American people? Shall we not come 
to realize that the law of love is not 
for the spiritless and the inert who 
have neither the wish nor the will to 
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make any impress on life; but that, 
instead, it is the great and positive 
force which achieves; the force that 
bridges the seas with new cables; 
which cuts continents asunder and 
unites oceans ; which fares forth anew 
to discover the North Pole ; which 
adds the spectroscope to the telescope 
and discovers new stars; which aims 
at the sublime attainment of a world 
peace; which multiplies universities 
and libraries and galleries of art ; 
which not only builds cathedrals, but 
extends and exalts the spirit of Christ 
in all the ordinary relations between 
the church and the people. For all 
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the most mighty and sublime achieve- 
ments of the physical conquest of the 
earth, and even of the universe, as 
well as those achievements of magna- 
nimity, courtesy, integrity, patience, 
serenity, trust, sympathy, and generous 
helpfulness — the glories of all physi- 
cal conquest, the graces of all spiritual 
life, are each and all to be attained by 
that law of love that links the soul 
with God. In this law of love is the 
joy of life. It insures all beautiful 
social relations. It makes possible all 
extension of intellectual and moral 
greatness. Love is the intensest form 
of energy. “So much love, so much 
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life,” said Henry Drummond. Love 
forgives every wrong and injustice; 
takes no account of hatred or of bit- 
terness, but prays only to express 
itself in every sweetness of thought 
and tender care, in every possible 
service and ministry. Love dwells 
on the Mount of Transfiguration, and 
recognizes only that which is worthi- 
est in every individual. It sees only 
man’s higher self — which is his true 
and immortal self — and to that alone 
it appeals. “ Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you and perse- 
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cute you,” enjoins the Christ And 
why? “ That ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven .” 
The absolute condition of being the 
children of God lies in this all-enfold- 
ing, all-outgiving love, for love is the 
breath, the atmosphere of the divine 
life, while hatred and antagonism are 
the atmosphere of the infernal regions. 
Would one choose to dwell in those? 
For the celestial and the infernal 
realms are now and here just as surely 
as they are beyond that change we 
call death, and it lies within our indi- 
vidual choice to decide in which realm 
we shall live. Joy and beauty and all 
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infinit e opportunities for development 
and progress abound in the air ; mis- 
ery and wretchedness and limitation 
and the paralysis of all the nobler fac- 
ulties are the conditions of the other. 
In the spiritual day-break of this 
new and inspiring century which is so 
sublime in its new developments of 
progress, one comes into the finer 
realization of the practical possibilities 
of loving his enemy ; of so dwelling 
in the divine radiance that hatred or 
malice are effectually overcome, and 
are among those transgressions which, 
so far as the East is from the West, 
the Father hath removed from us. 
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Love is the only working philosophy 
of life. Love is light and beauty 
and power. It is the divine life, and 
in so far as man lives it he shares in 
that immortal energy and transcend- 
ent joy which no man taketh from 
him. The spiritualization of life only 
lifts it to the plane of nobler energies 
and loftier achievement. “ Love is 
watchful and, sleeping, slumbereth 
not. . . . Love feels no burden, thinks 
nothing of trouble, pleads no excuse 
of impossibility. He that loveth flieth 
and rejoiceth.” He that loveth lives 
in that immortal serenity which the 
events and circumstances of condition 
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cannot alter; in the atmosphere of 
exaltation and radiance that no chance 
or change can dim, for he is kept by 
prayer and faith and aspiration near 
Him in whose Presence is Fulness of 
Joy. 



“ The dawn is not distant 
Nor is the night starless. 

Love is Eternal ! 
God is still God 
And His faith shall not fail us, 
Christ is Eternal ! ” 



THE END 
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